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THE COMPLETE

MSC CRUISES
PLANNING GUIDE

How to choose the right ship, experience, stateroom, itinerary and onboard strategy for your 
family or group

7220 Travel philosophy
Start with the people taking the trip. Then choose the ship, experience level, room, itinerary and add-ons around 
what actually matters to them - not around the lowest headline fare.

REVIEW DRAFT  |  Information reviewed September 25, 2026

Dave Engel  |  7220 Travel - Family & Group Travel Experts
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START HERE

How to Use This Guide
MSC is easiest to understand when you make decisions in the right order.

MSC Cruises is a global cruise line with a broad fleet, a distinctly international onboard atmosphere, and several ways to 
customize the same basic cruise product. The key is to separate four decisions that are often blended together: 
destination, ship, experience level, and stateroom.

1. Decide what kind of vacation you want and where you want to go.
2. Choose the ship class and size that fit the travelers.
3. Choose the experience level: Bella, Fantastica, Aurea, or MSC Yacht Club.
4. Choose the exact stateroom based on location, capacity, mobility and sleep needs.
5. Compare the real total trip cost after drinks, Wi-Fi, specialty dining, excursions, service charges, flights, hotels and 

transfers.

The MSC-specific question
Are you shopping for the least expensive way onto the ship, more flexibility and convenience, a spa-forward 
experience, or a premium ship-within-a-ship vacation? That answer can change the right booking category 
completely.

This guide is written primarily for U.S.-based families, couples, groups and multigenerational travelers. Some policies 
and products vary by market, ship and itinerary, so the exact sailing always wins over a general guide.
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DECISION 1

Is MSC Cruises Right for You?
A fit guide - not a sales pitch.

MSC can be a strong fit for travelers who like modern ships, international energy, Mediterranean-influenced hospitality, 
family programming, attractive pricing, and the ability to upgrade into a substantially different experience without 
changing cruise lines.

Strong fit when... Think twice when...

You enjoy an international mix of guests, languages and dining 
styles.

You want a U.S.-centric cruise experience where nearly 
everything feels familiar.

Your family values strong kids clubs and large resort-style ships. Your group wants one uniform dining/entertainment style across 
every ship.

You like comparing base fare vs upgraded experiences. You dislike layered fare categories, package rules or pre-cruise 
decisions.

You want Yacht Club luxury with access to a large mainstream 
ship.

You want a small-ship luxury experience everywhere on board.

You are destination curious and open to Europe, Caribbean, 
Alaska and global itineraries.

You want the same ship/product in every region.

Question to ask before booking
What would bother you more: paying extra for flexibility you never use, or saving on the fare and later realizing the 
room, dining or package rules do not fit the way your family travels?
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DECISION 2

The MSC Fleet at a Glance
Newer is different - not automatically better.

MSC’s current fleet page lists 23 ships in service, with MSC World Asia scheduled to debut in December 2026 and MSC 
World Atlantic in 2027. The fleet ranges from smaller Lirica-class ships to enormous World-class resorts.

Ship family Ships General character

World Class World Europa, World America; World 
Asia (Dec 2026); World Atlantic (2027)

Largest, newest platform; dramatic 
districts, broad dining/entertainment, 
family attractions, Yacht Club.

Meraviglia / Meraviglia Plus Meraviglia, Bellissima, Grandiosa, 
Virtuosa, Euribia

Large resort ships with indoor 
promenade/galleria, lots of dining, 
entertainment and family features.

Seaside / Seaside EVO Seaside, Seaview, Seashore, Seascape Designed around outdoor connection to 
the sea, waterfront promenades and 
warm-weather cruising.

Fantasia Fantasia, Splendida, Divina, Preziosa Large ships with a more classic MSC feel; 
many offer Yacht Club.

Musica Musica, Orchestra, Poesia, Magnifica Mid-size feel, often itinerary-forward; 
Poesia and Magnifica gaining Yacht Club.

Lirica Lirica, Opera, Armonia, Sinfonia Smaller, simpler ships; often a better fit 
when destination and easy navigation 
matter most.

For U.S. travelers, current and upcoming homeport options highlighted by MSC include World America from Miami; 
World Atlantic from Port Canaveral in 2027; Seascape from Galveston; Seashore from Port Canaveral; Seaside from 
Miami; Divina from Miami; Grandiosa from Miami and Port Canaveral; and Poesia from Seattle and Miami.
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SHIP STRATEGY

How to Pick the Right MSC Ship
Match the ship to the vacation - not the other way around.

If your priority is... Start by looking at... Why

Newest mega-ship experience World America / World Europa / World 
Asia

Biggest choice of districts, dining, 
entertainment and family attractions.

Outdoor Caribbean feel Seascape / Seashore / Seaside Strong connection to outdoor decks and 
sea views.

Indoor promenade + big-ship variety Grandiosa / Meraviglia / Virtuosa / Euribia Good balance for mixed weather and 
groups who want lots of options.

Alaska from Seattle Poesia MSC’s U.S. Alaska platform; destination-
first planning matters.

Easier navigation / destination focus Musica or Lirica class Smaller footprint and fewer mega-ship 
distractions.

Premium enclave Any ship with MSC Yacht Club Luxury-style private venues plus access to 
the full ship.

7220 Travel filter
If two ships sail similar itineraries, compare what your family will actually use on sea days. Paying for a giant ship 
does not create value if your group spends every port day ashore and prefers quiet evenings.
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FLEET REFERENCE

MSC Fleet Directory
A practical reference for comparing classes and regions.

Ship Class Typical regions Planning note

MSC World America World Caribbean & Bahamas Miami; newest U.S.-focused 
World Class

MSC World Europa World Mediterranean / Middle East / 
Southern Caribbean

First World Class

MSC World Asia World Mediterranean Debuts Dec 2026

MSC World Atlantic World Caribbean & Bahamas Debuts 2027 from Port 
Canaveral

MSC Euribia Meraviglia Plus Northern Europe / 
Mediterranean

LNG-powered

MSC Grandiosa Meraviglia Plus Caribbean / Mediterranean Large resort ship

MSC Virtuosa Meraviglia Plus Europe / South America Large resort ship

MSC Meraviglia Meraviglia Caribbean / Mediterranean Popular U.S. deployment

MSC Bellissima Meraviglia Asia Large ship in Asia

MSC Seascape Seaside EVO Caribbean & Bahamas Galveston deployment

MSC Seashore Seaside EVO Caribbean & Bahamas Port Canaveral deployment

MSC Seaside Seaside Caribbean & Bahamas Miami deployment

MSC Seaview Seaside Caribbean / Mediterranean Outdoor-forward design

MSC Divina Fantasia Mediterranean / South 
America / U.S. seasonal

Classic large MSC ship

MSC Fantasia Fantasia Canaries / Mediterranean Yacht Club

MSC Preziosa Fantasia Northern Europe Yacht Club

MSC Splendida Fantasia Mediterranean / South 
America

Yacht Club

MSC Magnifica Musica Mediterranean / Northern 
Europe

Yacht Club launches summer 
2026

MSC Poesia Musica Alaska / Caribbean / Panama 
Canal

Yacht Club expansion; U.S. 
Alaska

MSC Orchestra Musica Mediterranean Yacht Club planned 2027

MSC Musica Musica Mediterranean / South 
America

Mid-size

MSC Armonia Lirica Mediterranean / South Africa Smaller ship

MSC Lirica Lirica Mediterranean Smaller ship

MSC Opera Lirica Mediterranean / Caribbean Smaller ship

MSC Sinfonia Lirica Mediterranean Smaller ship
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DECISION 3

Choose the Destination Before the Ship
The itinerary changes the entire cruise.

Vacation style MSC regions to consider Planning lens

Beach + easy Caribbean & Bahamas / Ocean Cay Ship features matter more on sea days; 
sunscreen and excursion budget matter.

Scenery + wildlife Alaska Port times, weather layers and excursion 
strategy outrank ship attractions.

Culture + food Mediterranean Port-intensive; walking, transfers and 
touring pace matter.

Cool-weather cities Northern Europe Indoor ship spaces and weather flexibility 
become more important.

Big repositioning adventure Grand Voyages More sea days; room comfort and onboard 
routine matter more.

Long-form global travel World Cruise Budget, medical/logistics, visa planning 
and pace become major decisions.

Asia / Middle East / South America Regional deployments Culture, flights and entry requirements 
need earlier planning.
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DECISION 4

Departure Port Strategy
Compare the whole trip - not just cruise fare.

For U.S. travelers, MSC’s growing homeport network can reduce airfare or open new cruise styles, but the cheapest 
sailing can become the more expensive vacation after flights, hotels, parking and transfers.

Compare Questions to answer

Airfare Can everyone reach the port the day before without difficult 
connections?

Hotel Is there a practical pre-cruise hotel with reliable transfer 
options?

Ground transport Airport-to-hotel-to-port cost can materially change the budget.

Parking Driving may be simpler for families with bulky luggage, car seats 
or accessibility gear.

Port logistics Some “nearby” airports are much farther from the terminal than 
they look on a map.

Post-cruise flight Build margin for ship clearance, customs, traffic and airport 
security.

One-night rule
For most cruises involving air travel, arrive at least one night before embarkation. The ship does not wait for a 
delayed airline connection.
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PRIVATE DESTINATION

Ocean Cay MSC Marine Reserve
MSC’s private island is more than a beach stop.

Ocean Cay is MSC’s private marine reserve in The Bahamas. MSC currently highlights eight pristine beaches on its 
destination page, with select late-night or overnight stays. Its FAQ identifies beaches including North Beach, South Beach, 
Bimini Beach, Lighthouse Bay Beach and the Yacht Club-exclusive Ocean House Beach.

 Beach time can be very low-cost if you are happy with the included island experience.
 Excursions, water activities, cabanas, spa services and specialty experiences can add substantially to the day.
 Yacht Club guests have exclusive access to Ocean House Beach and dedicated amenities.
 MSC has announced additional Ocean Cay upgrades for 2027, including more family and dining features.

Planning question
Would your family rather spend Ocean Cay as a no-schedule beach day, or is there one paid experience that would 
make the stop feel more memorable? Decide that before filling the day with add-ons.
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DECISION 5

Bella vs Fantastica vs Aurea vs Yacht Club
This is one of the most important MSC decisions.

Experience Best understood as What to think about

Bella Value-first entry point Lowest-cost way onto many sailings; less 
flexibility and fewer priority benefits.

Fantastica More convenience / choice Often a better balance for families who 
value room selection and practical 
flexibility.

Aurea Wellness + flexibility Typically includes more flexible dining 
and spa-oriented benefits; strongest for 
travelers who will actually use them.

MSC Yacht Club Premium ship-within-a-ship Private restaurant, lounge, pool/sundeck, 
24-hour butler/concierge and priority 
privileges while retaining full access to the 
big ship.

Exact benefits change by sailing, ship, market and promotion. Always compare the live booking terms rather than 
assuming an experience level includes the same benefits forever.

Do not compare only cabin price
The right comparison is total value: room location, dining flexibility, included packages, spa access, service level, 
priority privileges and how much of the full ship your group plans to use.
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DECISION 6

Choosing Your Stateroom
Location can matter more than category name.

MSC offers interiors, ocean views, balconies and suites, with category availability varying by ship. Yacht Club adds a 
separate suite collection on participating ships.

Traveler need Room strategy

Budget-first Interior can be excellent if you truly use the room mainly to 
sleep and shower.

Natural light Ocean view gives daylight without balcony pricing.

Private outdoor space Balcony is valuable for scenery, quiet time, naps and early 
mornings.

Family of 4-5 Verify exact occupancy and bed configuration; do not assume 
every room in a category sleeps the same number.

Multigenerational Nearby rooms often work better than squeezing everyone into 
one suite.

Light sleeper Check what is above, below and across the hall before choosing 
location.

Mobility needs Minimize long walks; verify accessible-room features rather than 
relying on deck-map assumptions.
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PREMIUM EXPERIENCE

MSC Yacht Club Explained
Luxury enclave, mainstream ship access.

MSC Yacht Club is MSC’s “ship within a ship” concept. Current MSC descriptions include priority check-in and check-out, 
24-hour butler and dedicated concierge service, a private restaurant, Top Sail Lounge, and an exclusive pool/sundeck 
area. Premium Extra drinks are included, and internet benefits are built into the experience.

 Best for travelers who want quieter private spaces without giving up the attractions of a large ship.
 Can work especially well for multigenerational groups where some travelers want premium service while younger 

family members want full-ship activities.
 The value is strongest when you use the private restaurant, lounge, sundeck, concierge and priority benefits - not 

just the larger room.
 Yacht Club is not offered on every ship; MSC continues adding it to selected older vessels, including Magnifica in 

summer 2026 and Poesia/Orchestra in planned expansions.

Value test
If you removed the suite itself, would the private restaurant, lounge, pool deck, butler/concierge and priority flow 
materially improve your trip? If yes, Yacht Club may be worth comparing seriously.
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MONEY

What Is Included - and What Usually Costs Extra
Budget clarity prevents surprise spending.

Usually included Usually extra or package-dependent

Stateroom + housekeeping Alcoholic drinks / premium beverages

Main dining room + buffet Specialty dining

Standard kids clubs (age/program rules apply) Paid Baby Care time / some attractions

Production shows / much live entertainment Spa treatments / thermal access unless included

Pools and many public spaces Casino, retail, photos

Basic ship activities Fun Pass attractions where applicable

Port-to-port transportation aboard the ship Shore excursions / private transfers

Some non-alcoholic beverages at meal venues Wi-Fi unless included in fare/promotion/Yacht Club

Use of fitness center Some classes / personal training

Service charges, taxes and government fees should be reviewed on the exact booking because structure can vary by 
itinerary and market.
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PACKAGES

MSC Beverage Packages
Package math matters more than package hype.

For summer 2026 onward, MSC’s U.S. site highlights Premium Extra, Alcohol-Free and Minors packages. Product names 
and rules changed from earlier offerings, which is why old social posts can be misleading.

Package Planning use

Premium Extra Adult alcoholic + broad premium beverage coverage, subject to 
listed per-drink limits and a 15-alcoholic-drink daily cap.

Alcohol-Free Adults who want coffees, soft drinks and non-alcoholic choices 
without alcohol.

Minors Required companion package for underage guests when adults 
in the booking/dining group purchase a drink package.

Yacht Club Premium Extra is included in the Yacht Club experience under 
current terms.

 Packages generally must be purchased consistently across guests in the same cabin, with minors placed on the 
applicable non-alcoholic package.

 MSC also states that guests wishing to dine together may need compatible package selections across separate 
staterooms.

 Premium Extra is the package MSC identifies for use in specialty restaurants under current rules.
 Pre-cruise pricing can be lower than onboard pricing.

Package math prompts
How many port days will you be off the ship? How much coffee, water and soda would you buy anyway? Are all 
adults in the room aligned? Would you prefer predictable cost even if you do not “win” the math?
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PACKAGES

Wi-Fi: Browse vs Browse & Stream
Buy connectivity based on behavior, not fear.

MSC currently offers Browse and Browse & Stream internet packages. Both are described as unlimited-data products 
under fair-use rules; Browse is intended for web, email and messaging, while Browse & Stream supports heavier use 
such as streaming.

 Packages can be configured for multiple devices; verify the live plan for your sailing.
 Once a device is activated to a package, MSC states it cannot simply be switched to another device.
 Satellite service can slow or interrupt based on location and ship movement.
 If remote work is mission-critical, treat cruise Wi-Fi as convenient connectivity - not a guaranteed office-grade 

connection.
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DINING

Main Dining, Buffet and Flexible Dining
MSC dining is more structured than some U.S. cruisers expect.

Main restaurants rotate menus and the buffet serves breakfast, lunch, dinner and late-night snacks. Depending on ship 
and experience, dinner can use assigned seating, Dine on Your Time, or My Choice dining.

Dining model Who it fits

Assigned seating Families/groups who like a predictable table and dinner time.

Dine on Your Time Bella/Fantastica guests on selected ships where offered; flexible 
timing subject to capacity.

My Choice Dining Aurea guests; current MSC descriptions provide anytime dining 
within restaurant hours.

Yacht Club restaurant Yacht Club guests; private restaurant with flexible dining during 
opening hours.

As of 2026, MSC introduced Dine on Your Time for Bella and Fantastica guests on MSC Seashore and MSC Seaside. Do not 
assume that feature exists fleetwide.



7220 TRAVEL  |  MSC CRUISES PLANNING GUIDE  |  REVIEW DRAFT

7220travel.com  |  307-314-2517  |  dave.engel@7220travel.com  |  Page 17

DINING

Specialty Dining Strategy
Use specialty dining to add variety - not because you think the included food is “wrong.”

Restaurant lineups vary significantly by ship. Current MSC offerings across the fleet can include steakhouse, sushi, 
teppanyaki, Mexican and other concepts. MSC sells pre-cruise specialty dining products on selected ships, including 
packages of multiple meals.

 Book the one or two dining experiences that matter most before filling every evening.
 Check whether a package menu differs from à la carte options or carries supplements for premium selections.
 Children’s pricing and menus can differ by restaurant and package.
 Port-intensive Mediterranean cruises may make onboard specialty dining less valuable than on sea-day-heavy 

Caribbean itineraries.

Family strategy
If your family is happiest at the buffet after a long port day, that is not a planning failure. Spend dining dollars where 
the experience genuinely matters.
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FAMILY

Kids Clubs by Age
One of MSC’s strongest family systems.

Club Age Current structure

Baby Club / Baby Time 0-3 Parent-child play; Baby Care is available 
for eligible babies in scheduled periods 
and may carry a charge.

Mini Club 3-6 Included activities with age-appropriate 
play.

Junior Club 7-11 Games, sports, creative and tech activities.

Young Club 12-14 Dedicated tween program.

Teen Club 15-17 Teen social events, competitions and 
activities.

MSC states that standard kids clubs are included and operate daily. Registration is handled on board. Club hours, 
capacity and activities can vary.

For U.S.-port voyages, MSC’s minors policy treats guests under 21 as minors. Long itineraries also have specific infant 
minimum-age rules; for sailings of 11 nights or longer departing on or after May 15, 2025, children must be at least two 
years old on embarkation day.
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FAMILY

Multigenerational Cruising on MSC
Together does not mean together all day.

 Pick a ship with enough variety for children, teens, adults and grandparents to split up without feeling disconnected.
 Choose a simple daily anchor: dinner, one show, or a morning coffee meetup.
 Book rooms based on sleep and mobility needs, not on keeping everyone behind one door.
 Use the kids clubs to create adult time without requiring every adult to share babysitting duties.
 If some travelers prefer premium service, Yacht Club can coexist with relatives booked elsewhere on the ship - but 

understand access restrictions to private Yacht Club venues.

Group question
What needs to happen together for this to feel like a family vacation - and what would everyone enjoy more if they 
were free to do separately?
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ONBOARD

Entertainment and Onboard Activities
Ship class changes the experience dramatically.

MSC ships offer production shows, live music, pools, sports, fitness and ship-specific attractions. Larger/newer ships can 
add amusement areas, simulators, arcades, ropes-style or thrill attractions and more. MSC’s Fun Pass is an optional 
prepaid product on ships with participating attractions.

 Do not promise a specific attraction unless it is confirmed for the exact ship.
 On large ships, decide which activities require reservations or paid access early.
 On port-intensive itineraries, do not overbuy sea-day attractions you may barely use.
 For families, identify one “must-do” ship attraction per child instead of trying to complete the ship like a checklist.
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WELLNESS

Aurea Spa and the Aurea Experience
Wellness value depends on actual use.

MSC Aurea Spa is offered across the fleet, but facilities vary by ship. Thermal areas are generally adult-only and MSC 
advises that thermal experiences are appointment-based. The Aurea booking experience is designed around added 
flexibility and wellness benefits, but the exact inclusions must be confirmed on the live sailing.

Aurea value test
Would you pay separately for the dining flexibility and spa/wellness benefits you are receiving? If not, Fantastica plus 
targeted add-ons may be the cleaner value.
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PORT DAYS

Shore Excursions
The best port day starts with the traveler - not the excursion catalog.

Traveler style Excursion approach

First visit / nervous planner Ship-sponsored excursion can simplify timing and logistics.

Independent family Private guide or self-guided day can offer flexibility; build a 
conservative return buffer.

Mobility needs Verify walking surfaces, vehicle steps and distance - not just 
“easy” labels.

Young children Shorter excursions with shade, bathrooms and snacks often 
outperform ambitious tours.

Alaska Prioritize wildlife/scenery experiences that are difficult to 
reproduce independently.

Europe Balance major sights with transportation time; a packed day can 
exhaust the group by night three.
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TIMELINE

MSC Planning Timeline
A practical countdown from deposit to departure.

When Focus

At booking Confirm names, dates, experience level, room, dining preference, 
deposit rules and travel protection discussion.

6-12+ months Flights for international/holiday travel, passports, pre-cruise 
hotels, major group coordination.

3-6 months Excursion priorities, dining packages, drinks/Wi-Fi comparison, 
transfers, accessibility requests.

30-90 days Reconfirm entry rules, documents, payment deadlines, 
excursions, transportation and packing needs.

By 2 days before Complete MSC web check-in; MSC states online check-in is 
available until two days before departure.

Embarkation week Download/update MSC for Me where supported, print/save 
documents and tags, recheck terminal instructions.

Day before Arrive near port if flying; charge devices; separate carry-on 
essentials.



7220 TRAVEL  |  MSC CRUISES PLANNING GUIDE  |  REVIEW DRAFT

7220travel.com  |  307-314-2517  |  dave.engel@7220travel.com  |  Page 24

TRAVEL DAY

Embarkation Day
Follow your assigned time and keep essentials with you.

MSC assigns a check-in slot shown on the cruise ticket. The line advises that arriving too early can result in waiting 
outside, and arriving after the slot may jeopardize boarding. Check-in and boarding close two hours before departure 
under current guidance.

6. Tag checked luggage before terminal handoff.
7. Keep passports/IDs, visas if required, cruise documents/QR code, medications, valuables and first-day clothing in 

your carry-on.
8. Complete web or app check-in in advance where available.
9. After boarding, confirm dining, kids-club registration, excursions and any reservation-dependent experiences.
10. Learn the safety/muster process immediately, then stop doing admin and enjoy the ship.

Carry-on rule
If losing access to an item until dinner would create a medical, financial or vacation-ending problem, keep it with 
you.
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PACKING

Packing and Luggage Rules
Pack for the itinerary first, the ship second.

MSC currently states a per-person limit of two checked suitcases up to 23 kg each and two pieces of hand luggage up to 
23 kg each, within listed dimension limits. The total luggage in one cabin may not exceed 100 kg or eight pieces. Airline 
limits may be much lower.

Documents & money Clothing Cabin / tech

Passport/ID, cruise docs, insurance info Daywear, evening outfits, swimwear Phone, charger, portable battery

Cards + small cash Walking shoes, sandals Headphones / e-reader

Excursion confirmations Destination layers / rain gear Approved USB/plug solution

Medical info / prescriptions Light sweater / air-conditioned spaces Luggage tracker / small day bag

MSC’s prohibited-item list includes weapons, explosives, open-flame items, irons/kettles/hotplates, unapproved extension 
cords, drones and outside alcohol, among other items. Always recheck the live prohibited-items page before sailing.
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PACKING

What to Wear
International and polished does not mean overpacked.

 Daytime: comfortable resort wear appropriate to weather and activities.
 Evenings: versatile smart-casual pieces cover most needs; themed or dressier nights are optional opportunities, not a 

mandate to overpack.
 Europe: consider respectful dress for religious/cultural sites and strong walking shoes.
 Alaska/Northern Europe: use layers, waterproof outerwear and shoes with traction.
 Caribbean: sun protection and breathable fabrics matter more than extra evening outfits.

Pack less eveningwear than you think
A few mix-and-match pieces usually outperform an extra suitcase of “just in case” clothing.
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BUDGET

Build the Real Vacation Budget
Cruise fare is only one line item.

Budget category Estimate

Cruise fare + taxes/fees $________

Service charges / gratuity structure $________

Flights / baggage $________

Pre/post hotel $________

Transfers / parking $________

Travel protection $________

Drinks package or à la carte drinks $________

Wi-Fi $________

Specialty dining $________

Excursions / private tours $________

Spa / Fun Pass / onboard activities $________

Photos / shopping / casino $________

TOTAL TRIP TARGET $________

The useful comparison
Compare two sailings using the total expected vacation cost, not only the cruise fare. A $200 “cheaper” cruise can 
disappear quickly after flights, hotel and packages.
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ONBOARD

Your First 24 Hours On Board
Solve the important details, then stop planning.

 Confirm dining time / dining model.☐

 Register kids and verify club hours.☐

 Confirm excursions and meeting instructions.☐

 Reserve must-do specialty dining or attractions not already booked.☐

 Connect devices to the correct Wi-Fi package.☐

 Locate medical center, guest services and your muster station.☐

 Walk the route from room to dining, theater, kids club and pool deck.☐

 Take one photo of the deck plan or ship map - then put the phone away for a while.☐
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ONBOARD

Sea-Day Strategy
You do not need to “win” the ship.

 Choose one high-priority activity in the morning and one in the afternoon.
 Use early or late meal times to avoid peak crowding if your family is flexible.
 Build an intentional quiet period for young kids, older adults or anyone overstimulated by the mega-ship 

environment.
 On World/Meraviglia/Seaside-class ships, allow time simply to explore - the ship itself is part of the vacation.
 If weather closes outdoor activities, move quickly to indoor alternatives rather than waiting for the whole day to 

recover.
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PORT DAYS

Port-Day Strategy
The all-aboard time matters more than the Instagram stop.

11. Know ship time versus local time.
12. Carry the ship contact information and port-agent details if provided.
13. Bring only the documents and cards you need ashore.
14. Hydrate early and protect against sun/weather.
15. Set a return target earlier than the published all-aboard time.
16. For independent touring, build traffic and transit failure into the plan.
17. When the group is tired, shorten the day. The cruise is not improved by making everyone miserable to complete one 

more stop.
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TRAVEL DAY

Disembarkation Day
The cruise is not over until the airport logistics work.

 Review the luggage instructions delivered before the final day.
 Keep travel clothes, medicines, documents, valuables and chargers with you overnight.
 If using self-assist, make sure every traveler can safely manage all luggage.
 Do not book an aggressive flight solely because the airport appears close to the terminal.
 International ports may add customs, immigration or transfer complexity.
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SPECIAL PLANNING

Accessibility and Medical Planning
Do not leave accessibility questions to embarkation day.

MSC asks guests to declare wheelchairs and accessibility/medical needs during the booking process. Accessible room 
inventory is limited, and some mobility devices or electrical items require advance approval.

 Confirm accessible cabin dimensions/features for the specific ship.
 Ask about excursion accessibility separately from ship accessibility.
 Plan medication storage, refrigeration and power needs early.
 Consider walking distance from the room to elevators/dining for travelers with stamina limitations.
 Bring critical medical information and enough medication for unexpected delays.
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FAMILY

Traveling With Babies and Young Children
Small logistics become big logistics on a ship.

 Verify infant age eligibility for the exact itinerary.
 Pack more diapers/formula/medication than the “perfect trip” requires.
 MSC restaurants can assist with warming baby foods/formula, but families should still plan their routine.
 Baby Time is parent-attended; Baby Care allows eligible babies to remain with youth staff in scheduled windows 

under current rules.
 Choose excursions around shade, restroom access, naps and transfer time, not just the attraction name.
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FAMILY

Cruising With Tweens and Teens
Give them independence with boundaries.

 Set a family check-in rhythm before everyone scatters.
 Agree on where they can go, spending permissions and evening curfew.
 Have teens attend the club early in the cruise; friendships form fastest in the first day or two.
 Use ship messaging/Wi-Fi strategy intentionally so “find me later” does not become a scavenger hunt.
 Pick at least one activity the teen chooses for the family rather than making them follow an adult itinerary all week.
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EXPECTATIONS

The International MSC Experience
A feature for some travelers, a surprise for others.

MSC is a global cruise brand. Announcements, guest mix, food style and service rhythm can feel more international than 
U.S.-centered cruise lines. That can make the trip feel more like travel - but it helps to know that before boarding.

 Expect a broader mix of languages and nationalities, especially outside U.S. homeports.
 Dining pace and menu style may feel different from what a guest expects on an American mainstream line.
 Embarkation patterns can vary by region; some European itineraries may board/disembark guests at multiple ports.
 The same ship can feel very different depending on deployment and guest mix.

Expectation question
Does your family enjoy a vacation that feels culturally international, or would unfamiliar service/dining rhythms 
frustrate someone in the group? Knowing that now is useful.
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LOYALTY

MSC Voyagers Club + Status Match
Loyalty can add value, but it should not drive the wrong cruise.

MSC Voyagers Club is the line’s loyalty program. MSC also offers a Status Match program that can grant comparable 
status based on an eligible loyalty program with another cruise line or participating brand. MSC states that only one 
Status Match request is permitted per guest.

 Submit status match well before sailing if you are eligible.
 Use the exact name and email associated with the traveler.
 Do not choose an inferior itinerary just to chase loyalty points or benefits.
 Review current tier benefits because program terms can change.
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AVOID THESE

Common MSC Booking Mistakes
Most disappointments begin before embarkation.

18. Choosing the lowest fare without understanding Bella/Fantastica/Aurea/Yacht Club differences.
19. Booking a giant ship because “newest is best” when the itinerary is port-intensive.
20. Assuming flexible dining works the same on every ship.
21. Buying a drink package without checking group/cabin package rules.
22. Choosing a room category without checking the exact deck location.
23. Assuming every MSC ship has the same specialty restaurants or attractions.
24. Flying in the morning of the cruise.
25. Ignoring the international nature of the onboard experience.
26. Overplanning Ocean Cay instead of leaving room for an easy beach day.
27. Treating Yacht Club as only a nicer room instead of evaluating the full private-venue/service product.
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7220 TRAVEL

20 Questions to Ask Before You Deposit
A decision worksheet for real people, not algorithms.

 Who is traveling, and what ages/mobility needs are we balancing?☐

 What matters most: destination, ship, room, food, activities, relaxation or price?☐

 How many sea days do we actually want?☐

 Do we want a mega-ship resort or a simpler destination-first ship?☐

 How important is flexible dining?☐

 Will anyone be frustrated by an international onboard atmosphere?☐

 How much private space do we want in the room?☐

 Would a balcony materially change the trip?☐

 Would Aurea benefits actually get used?☐

 Would Yacht Club private spaces/services materially improve the trip?☐

 How many alcoholic/non-alcoholic drinks do we realistically buy per day?☐

 Do we need streaming, or just messaging/email?☐

 Which specialty meal is genuinely important?☐

 Which three port experiences matter most?☐

 How early can we arrive at the departure city?☐

 What is our total vacation budget, not just cruise fare?☐

 Do we need accessible accommodations or medical planning?☐

 How independent will kids/teens be onboard?☐

 What would make this vacation feel “worth it” when we get home?☐

 What uncertainty do we want solved before making the deposit?☐
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WORKSHEET

7220 Travel MSC Planning Worksheet
Use this page before comparing sailings.

Traveler names / ages:  ______________________________________________________________

Preferred travel dates + flexibility:  ______________________________________________________________

Departure airport:  ______________________________________________________________

Total trip budget target:  ______________________________________________________________

Top 3 destinations / ports:  ______________________________________________________________

Top 3 onboard priorities:  ______________________________________________________________

Preferred ship size / atmosphere:  ______________________________________________________________

Experience level to compare:  ______________________________________________________________

Stateroom must-haves:  ______________________________________________________________

Dining priorities:  ______________________________________________________________

Drink / Wi-Fi habits:  ______________________________________________________________

Kids / teen priorities:  ______________________________________________________________

Mobility / medical considerations:  ______________________________________________________________

Pre/post-cruise hotel needs:  ______________________________________________________________

Questions / concerns:  ______________________________________________________________
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CHECKLIST

Final MSC Cruise Checklist
A clean final pass before you travel.

 Names match travel documents☐

 Passports / IDs / visas verified☐

 Cruise ticket / boarding pass saved☐

 Luggage tags prepared☐

 Flights + hotel + transfers confirmed☐

 Travel protection documents saved☐

 Dining preference confirmed☐

 Drink / Wi-Fi package decisions complete☐

 Excursions confirmed☐

 Kids-club plan discussed☐

 Accessibility / medical requests confirmed☐

 Embarkation carry-on packed☐

 Medication packed with delay buffer☐

 Cards / payment method ready☐

 Family knows meetup plan☐

 MSC for Me app updated where supported☐
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YOUR NEXT STEP

Let 7220 Travel Help Match the Cruise to You
The best MSC cruise is the one that fits the people taking it.

MSC can offer dramatically different vacations depending on ship, destination, experience level, stateroom, dining setup 
and package choices. The goal is not to book the most features. It is to choose the combination your family will actually 
value.

Planning conversation
What would have to happen on this vacation for everyone to come home and say, “That was worth it”? Start there. 
Then we can build the ship, room, itinerary and budget around the answer.

Dave Engel
7220 Travel - Family & Group Travel Experts

307-314-2517  |  dave.engel@7220travel.com  |  7220travel.com

Florida Seller of Travel Ref. No. ST15578  |  California Seller of Travel No. 2090937-50  |  Washington UBID No. 603189022
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SOURCE NOTES

Sources & Current-Information Notes
Policies, package terms and ship features can change.

This review draft was built from current MSC Cruises U.S. information reviewed September 25, 2026. Before booking or 
travel, verify the exact sailing because prices, promotions, ships, restaurants, experience benefits, package rules, age 
policies, itinerary details and onboard offerings can change.

 MSC Cruises - Cruise Ships / Fleet
 MSC Cruises - About MSC / Fleet history
 MSC Cruises - Staterooms and Suites
 MSC Cruises - Beverage Packages + Drink Package FAQ
 MSC Cruises - Wi-Fi & Internet Packages
 MSC Cruises - Buffet & Main Restaurants
 MSC Cruises - Specialty Dining
 MSC Cruises - Kids Clubs + Children & Teens FAQ
 MSC Cruises - Ocean Cay MSC Marine Reserve + FAQ
 MSC Cruises - Embarkation + Web Check-In FAQ
 MSC Cruises - Luggage / Prohibited Items
 MSC Cruises - MSC Yacht Club
 MSC Cruises - MSC Voyagers Club Status Match
 MSC Cruises - Onboard Information FAQ
 MSC Cruises - Spa, Beauty & Fitness
 MSC Cruises - Fun Pass Package
Independent planning guide prepared by 7220 Travel. MSC Cruises names and trademarks belong to their respective 
owners. This is not an official MSC Cruises publication.
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